MEDIA ADVISORY:

For Immediate Release

DATE:

April 12, 2021

CONTACT:

Kate Pittman
Executive Director, ViBe Creative District
Kate@VibeCreativeDistrict.org
757-202-9533

(Virginia Beach, VA – April 12, 2021) The ViBe Creative District announced today that
eight new murals will be painted this weekend, April 17th & 18th by artists from diverse
cultural backgrounds on the Neighborhood Identifier pillars along 19th Street.
Following a call for artists earlier this Spring, the ViBe District received entries from 24
artists from seven regional cities for consideration. The final vote for artworks was
conducted by the Virginia Beach Public Art Committee of the Department of Cultural
Affairs.
The featured artists include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tamika Bright-Stubblefield of Newport News
Yvonne Frederick of Norfolk
Christopher Fuentes of Virginia Beach
Nicole Gomez of Richmond
Raeesah Islam of Virginia Beach
Hemadri Modi of Yorktown
Eva Rovillos of Virginia Beach
Victoria Weiss of Virginia Beach

Artists were encouraged to submit artworks that offered a positive outlook or inclusive
vision of diversity in response to the theme: “Try to be a rainbow in someone else’s
cloud.” By Dr. Maya Angelou.
The project aims to promote equity and inclusion as part of the ViBe District’s nonprofit
Equity Statement:

The ViBe Creative District believes in equal access to opportunities that reflect
our Virginia Beach community. ViBe highlights diversity, equity, accessibility and
inclusion as a key focus of its goals and programming. We acknowledge that
equity requires deliberately applying time, resources and consideration to
achieve this initiative. Social practice engages the creative sector with the
community in creating and developing collaborative change.
“Without a doubt, the last year has been divisive in our local community and
nationwide,” said Kate Pittman, executive director of the ViBe Creative District. “Our
hope is that these artworks can provide a healing message of inclusivity and acceptable
for all people.”
The public is welcomed to come watch the artists work Saturday and Sunday between
the hours of 10am and 4pm. The Neighborhood Identifiers are located at the
intersections of 19th Street and Parks Avenue, 19th Street and Cypress Avenue, 19th
Street and Mediterranean Avenue and 19th Street and Baltic Avenue. The artworks will
remain on view until April 2021 (the next 6 months).
For more information, please visit: Call for Diverse Artists - ViBe Creative District
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IN THE ARTISTS OWN WORDS:

Tamika Bright-Stubblefield, Newport News
As an African American artist I represent many different groups. Including women and those with
mental disabilities. My passion has allowed me to work with many different demographics. Ranging
from the elderly to the age of 3. I have been able to create and facilitate many different art classes,
exhibitions, workshops, and fundraisers to bring all types of people together to strengthen the
community and raise self awareness. This has allowed others to see value in themselves and their gifts,
empowering them to make contributions to society.
I am ecstatic about this opportunity because the theme was inspired by one of my favorite poets, Maya
Angelo. This work symbolizes how we all may be from different walks of life or go different ways in life,
like the arrows, but if we come together we can really work to build something great. There may be
tough rainy days but if we look within ourselves and take the time to be a light and water some else's
garden we ultimately grow as well.

Yvonne Frederick, Norfolk
As a child in rural North Carolina, I didn't have electronics to keep me occupied so I played outside with
my siblings and many cousins. A fun thing to do during Spring and Summer was to find dandelions and
have contests regarding who could blow away all of the fuzz from the dandelion first. At the same time
we made wishes.
This simple little game is something that the adult-me tends to reflect on when thinking of positive
childhood experiences and relationships that get me through the day during these trying times especially as a black woman in the United States. At the same time, these memories take me back to a
time when childhood whimsy, wonder, and excitement was the only weight on my shoulders.
It is my hope that every one who potentially looks upon the child blowing the dandelion is taken back to
a lighter and positive memory.

Christopher Fuentes, Virginia Beach
I am a Filipino-American born in Norfolk and raised in Virginia Beach. I am the Art Director for Ciniva a
local creative marketing agency in downtown Norfolk. I have created websites, campaigns, murals, and
branding for several local restaurants and businesses around the area such as Alkaline in Ghent and
Baby Izakaya at the Vibe District. I would like the opportunity to bring awareness, exposure and
represent all the creative talent in the Filipino community in my hometown and the Hampton Roads
area.

Nicole Gomez, Richmond
I love participating in public projects that promote positivity and an important message, like diversity.
Both of my ideas express diversity and inclusion through shape and color. My background is also diverse
and includes Cherokee Indian, Mexican, Spanish, German and English.

Raeesah Islam, Virginia Beach
My name is Raeesah Islam and I'm a first generation Bengali American. I was raised in a muslim
household and connected to the heritage of my family since I was born. My parents chose Virginia Beach
as their home and with time and traveling I finally understood why. This is a very special place that
stands out from other cities and I'm very passionate about it. Thats why I established Utopia Feni
Creative Studios and have been able to share my culture along with everyone else who contributes. To
be able to connect my heritage to the oceanfront is a gift and I would love this opportunity to leave a
slightly more permanent mark.
I have composited the design with images from the internet along with a color moodboard (as I'm not
good with creating on my computer) The actual drawings will be more refined and will be my own. The
top of the mural will be a turquoise blue to represent our clear skies and there will be a gradient of
realistic flowers to henna from the bottom to about midway up. Please let me know if theres anything
more I can do or if you need a more detailed drawing.
I look forward to hearing from you!

Hemadri Modi, Yorktown
Usually when people ask for diversity, it's rare to receive seemingly every bit of 'it' in one package. My
name is Hemadri (ha-mah-dree) Modi (moe-dee), and seemingly, I am every bit of an 'anomaly'. I am an
immigrant woman from India who grew up in the Deep South of America in a wonderful Black
community, then went on to serve the country the as it has served me and my mother; as a Veteran of
the United States Air Force. I continue my expression of love as an Activist & Artist.
I wanted to participate in this project as a student of the late Dr. Maya Angelou. I have studied her work,
and carry a piece of it with me everyday. I specialize in mixed-media Abstract-Expressionism art, and this
submission was created on 8' x 4' foam boards, that I cut to the provided dimensions, and completed
with a mix of spray paint and acrylic paint. The first file submission is on the template as required, and
the second file submission are the pieces themselves as they would be on the mural, without the
template borders.
It was my sincere pleasure to work on this piece channeling one of my teachers, and her brilliant
timeless work. I look forward to meeting all of you!

Eva Rovillos, Virginia Beach
Hello! I am a second generation Mexican-American and I am so excited to have the opportunity to
showcase something near and dear to my heart: The colors of Mexico! A big part of our heritage is music
and the Ballet Folklorico. I know that when I see the beautiful colors of the costumes, those are the
rainbows to my cloud. I'm certain that I speak for most immigrants (and children of immigrants) that the
visual representation of the traditional colors bring a great deal of joy to our hearts. Side one of my art
submission illustrates the movement and stunning color palette of traditional costume colors. Side 2 is
even more special in that it depicts a skirt design that my mother created with her own hands for me.
The eagle and the Aztec calendar are displayed on the front and back of a skirt that she made for me
when I was a school girl. Side 3 is a representation of the traditional costume colors of the Mexican state
of Tamaulipas where my family is from. I hope you enjoy the artwork. I look forward to hearing back
from the judges and have every hope that I will have the opportunity to share this lovely reminder of
Mexico, with the citizens and visitors of Virginia Beach.

Victoria Weiss, Virginia Beach
My cultural heritage background is Chinese and Hungarian Jewish descent. I was born in Taipei Taiwan.
My mother and I came to the United States and settled in NY when I was 10. I was raised in Queens and
Brooklyn. The struggle of a Single Chinese mother raising her daughter in a City like NY has taught a lot
of who I am today as professional. I was able to get in to Parsons School of Design with financial aid and
scholarship. I graduated with a BFA communication design degree and never stopped since with
designing, drawing and painting professionally. Now I have been working and residing in Virginia Beach
last 15 years.
The theme “Try to be a rainbow in someone else’s cloud.” – Maya Angelou is an uplifting quote by her. I
feel imperative last year to keep pushing forward creatively because art is a natural healing medicine for
ourselves as creatives and for the public. Right before the Pandemic, my grandmother had passed away,
her influence and empowering energy as a Chinese woman was a huge force in the lives of Chinese
women in our family. The art pattern is a dedication to her chi-pau a Chinese traditional dress she wore
at dinners and gathering of families. The three birds represent my aunts and mother. Their resilience
and beauty of positivity has helped me through out the years. That was what I was thinking about when
coming up with the concept of this piece. They are the rainbows in my clouds. With Covid effecting a lot
of hate towards asian community. It is lately even more imperative to remind myself and others the
importance of asian culture in the United States. I try to harmonize eastern and western cultural
references with nature/life in all the art that I create which is the core of this submission.

About the ViBe Creative District
The ViBe Creative District non-profit is a 501c3 that exists to promote, support, connect, and inspire
the creative industries to boost our local economy, grow jobs, and enhance our quality of life. It works
to create and revive economic vibrancy in our neighborhood with a remarkable local vibe.
Additionally, ViBe strives to enhance a place of discovery for locals and visitors along with economic
vitality to meet the City of Virginia Beach’s vision for a quality resort destination. For more information
on please visit www.ViBeCreativeDistrict.org, email info@ViBeCreativeDistrict.org call 757-202-9533
or follow ViBe Creative District on Facebook at www.facebook.com/ViBeCreativeDistrict and
Instagram at www.instagram.com/thevibecreativedistrict/
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